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Centre for Reviews and Dissemination 
(CRD)

• Systematic reviews evaluating the effects of health and 
social care interventions

• Planned dissemination to inform practice and policy

• Methods research & guidelines for undertaking systematic 
reviews

• Production of evidence on health and public health 
questions of national and international importance

• DARE, NHS EED, HTA database



CRD databases: DARE

• Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects (DARE)

• Over 8,000 critical abstracts of quality assessed 
systematic reviews

• Over 3,800 bibliographic records of quality 
assessed systematic reviews

• Summaries of all Cochrane reviews and protocols



CRD databases: NHS EED

• NHS Economic Evaluation Database (NHS EED)

• Over 8,000 critical abstracts of economic 
evaluations

• Bibliographic records of over 2,000 economic 
evaluations for abstraction on request



CRD databases: HTA database

• Health Technology Assessment (HTA) database

• Over 7,000 bibliographic records of published 
health technology assessments

• Over 1,000 records of health technology 
assessments in progress



Accessing database content

• All three databases freely available from

CRD website: www.crd.york.ac.uk/crdweb

• Databases also accessible from other providers:

• Cochrane Library

• Trip Database

• NHS Evidence 

• OVID

• SUMSEARCH



Searches

Initial assessment

Abstracts independently written

Full papers ordered

Final assessment

Allocation to abstractors

Abstracts independently checked

Abstracts edited

Abstracts published on 
databases

Citation details published on 
databases

Abstracts sent to original authors 
for comment

Comments incorporated where 
appropriate

Disagreements resolved

Abstract requested by database 
user

Production process for 
DARE and NHS EED



Critical abstracts contain:

• Key information about the systematic review or 
economic evaluation 

• CRD summary
• What the study is about 
• Reliability of the findings

• CRD commentary summarising
• overall reliability and generalisability of the study
• any practical implications for the NHS



HTA database

• Free, single search facility of content not readily available 
from other sources

• Bibliographic records of health technology assessments 
from around the world
• information about ongoing assessments
• information about completed assessments with links to 

the resulting publication



CRD database records

All the records on the CRD databases contain:
• Bibliographic reference for the research
• An explanation of the record status
• Subject index terms (from MeSH) 
• Links to the PubMed record and to the original research 

where available
• A unique identifying accession number
• The date the record was entered on the database, or last 

updated



Searching the CRD databases

• Quick search
• Guided search
• Advanced search
• MeSH thesaurus



Search results

• Re-order options
• View preview
• Export options
• Set personal 

preferences



Functions

Search strategies
• Export and import facilities
• Offline editing and re-run 

facility
• Personal storage area for 

saved strategies
• Free access to CRD 

strategies

Integrated PubMed Search
• Runs alongside every 

search
• Results available in 

separate tab



Registering as a user

Simple, once only, free registration allows users to:

• Save and modify search strategies

• Access CRD strategies

• Set saved searches to run automatically at set frequencies

• Select options for presentation of search results (e.g. default 
order, number per screen)

• Select topic specific email alerts or RSS feeds

• Receive alerts at preferred frequency



In summary, CRD’s databases:

• Provide an important health evidence knowledge base 

• Are used widely to underpin evidence informed healthcare 
decisions in the UK and internationally

• Will have improved accessibility and functionality

• Provide timely, quality appraised evidence to best meet 
the needs of users

www.crd.york.ac.uk/crdweb/


